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Designed by one of the most revered firearms designers of all 
time, John Browning. The original 1911 was adopted by the U.S. 
Army in May of 1911.  In 1924 after several changes were 
adopted the pistol's designation was changed to the Model 1911 
A1. The .45 ACP pistol served the U.S. Military through WWI, 
WWII, Korean and Vietnam until the M9 (Beretta 9mm) was 
adopted in 1985. 

 
 

The proverbial "Government Model .45 Automatic Pistol" has 
gone on to be one of the most enduring designs and most widely 
manufactured auto-loading pistol of all time. The testimonial to 

Page 1 of 2Surplusrifle.com's Collecting and Shooting the Pistol, Caliber .45, Automatic, M1911A1 -...

10/5/2004http://www.surplusrifle.com/pistol1911/index.asp



 
Copyright 2003, 2004 © Jamie Mangrum  

  

the success of this design is the number of manufacturers today 
that produce a reproduction of the 1911 pistol. There are 
currently hundreds of large to small companies offering a version 
of the 1911. Recently there has even been a resurgence of mil-
spec models available to satisfy the kid in all of us.  

 

  

Copyright 2003, 2004 © Jamie Mangrum 
All material on web pages under the domains surplsurifle.com, 
surpluspistol.com, or surplusfirearm.com, and CD-ROMS produced 
by Surplusrifle.com, unless otherwise stated, are the property of 
Jamie Mangrum. These materials are protected by copyright and 
other intellectual property laws. Information received through this 
website may be displayed and printed for your personal, 
noncommercial use only. You may make copies of the materials 
available through this website, solely for your personal, 
noncommercial use, and only if you preserve any copyright or 
other notices contained in or associated with them. You may not se
the materials found on this website.

Page 2 of 2Surplusrifle.com's Collecting and Shooting the Pistol, Caliber .45, Automatic, M1911A1 -...

10/5/2004http://www.surplusrifle.com/pistol1911/index.asp


